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Subject:  11  CLOTHING  QUESTIONS.  "  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Listeners,  did  you  ever  hear  that  you  can't  have  everything  in  this 
world.     Did  you  ever  hear  that  compromise  is  often  the  secret  of  success? 
You  know  ahout  compromise  —  lose  a  point  here  to  gain  a  point  there,  give 
up  this  to  get  that,  and  so  on.     It's  an  old  story  hut  it's  true  still.  And 
it  goes  for  clothing  as  for  other  things.     Some  of  the  wardrobe  questions 
in  the  week's  mail  brought  it  to  my  mind. 

For  example,  here  is  a  letter  from  a  girl  who  seems  to  want  everything 
in  silk  underwear.     She  says  she  loves  the  most  dainty  and  frilly  garments 
ut  that  those  she  buys  don't  give  her  much  wear.     As  she  puts  it:     "My  under- 
things  just  don't  last.     Something  always  happens.     The  straps  pull  off  the 
slip  and  leave  a  hole.     Or  the  lace  gives  out.     Or  the  silk  wears  away  from 
the  lace.     Or  something.     Won't  you  send  me  some  gaides  for  buying  underwear 
that  will  last?" 

Which  reminds  me  that  "you  can't  have  everything,"  even  in  underwear, 
bu  can't  expect  sturdy  endurance  and  delicate  fragility  in  the  same  garment, 
can  you?    But  —  you  can  compromise.     You  can  buy  underwear  that  is  not  too 
frail  yet  is  decorative.     And  you.  can  get  garments  that  are  made  of  good  mater- 
' al  and  have  good  construction.     They  will  last  longer,  at  least. 

Here  are  a  few  points  to  check  up  on  when  you  next  go  to  buy  dressy 
iderwear.     First,  be  sure  that  the  shoulder  straps  are  well-anchored.  Be 
ure  the  strap  is  attached  to  the  fabric  and  not  to  the  lace.     Even  the  best 
uality  lace  is  too  delicate  to  stand  the  pull  of  straps.     Probably  the  safest 
traps  are  those  that  branch  off  and  attach  in  2  places  rather  than  one,  so 
hat  the  strain  is  distributed. 

Now  about  the  kind  of  lace  that  gives  the  best  wear.     Notice  particularly 
•hether  the  lace  is  uniform  in  construction  —  that  is,  whether  all  the  threads 
re  of  even  weight.     Avoid  lace  that  is  heavily  corded  and  thick  at  one  place 
nd  is  very  thin  and  delicate  at  another.     A  contrast  in  weight  like  this  is 
ure  to  mean  breaks  in  the  lace.     Notice,   too,  how  the  lace  is  fastened  on  the 
slip.    Flat  in  finish,   simple  yet  strong  —  that's  the  kind  of  construction 
hat  gives  wear. 
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Question  No.   2  comes  from  a  listener  who  is  concerned  about  the  way  her 
ilk  stockings  wear  out.     She  says  she  likes  to  wear  stockings  with  a  sheer 
00k  but  that  she  can't  seem  to  buy  those  that  last  well  at  all. 
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Which  reminds  me  again  that  you  can't  have  everything  in  silk  stockings 
anymore  than  in  underwear.     If  you  "buy  sheer  fragile  stockings,  you  can't  expect 
them  to  stand  up  under  hard  wear.     The  test  way  to  get  good  wear  from  stockings 
is  to  suit  the  weight  to  the  use  you  are  going  to  put  the  stocking.  Hose 
labeled  "sheer"  are  for  party  wear  only.     "Semi-service"  hose,  usually  of  5- 
and  6-thread  weight,  are  for  general  wear  —  office  and  everyday  and  so  on. 
And  "Service"  hose  are  for  hard  wear. 

But,   if  you  want  sheer  hose  buy  those  of  high-gauge.     You  will  find  that 
they  always  look  more  sheer  and  give  longer  wear  than  the  low- gauge.     And  if 
you  huy  crepe  stockings  —  those  with  a  tight  twist  to  the  thread  that  gives 
a  dull  finish  —  you  will  find  that  they  wear  longer,  too,  "because  they  don't 
catch  and  snag  as  easily. 

Now  here's  a  winter  coat  question.     This  comes  from  a  listener  who  says 
she  has  to  dress  on  an  economical  "budget  so  she  must  make  one  w inter  coat  do 
for  all  occasions.     She  has  considered  huying  a  dressy  coat  this  year  "because 
it  would  at  least  look  suitahle  for  church  and  parties.     And  then  she  has  gone 
to  the  other  extreme  and  looked  at  tweed  and  homespun  sports  coats  of  the  man- 
nish type  "because  these  coats  stand  up  so  well  under  wear  and  weather.  She 
can't  decide  which  type  of  coat  to  buy  for  all  uses. 

Here  again,  you  can't  have  everything,  so  compromise  is  "best.     The  happy 
medium  style  of  coat,  neither  too  dressy  nor  too  tailored  is  the  best  choice 
for  all  purposes.     Because  very  dressy  coats  are  made  of  more  delicate  fabrics 
they  are  not  meant  to  stand  up  under  everyday  wear.     And  they  will  soon  show 
the  effects  of  it.     What's  more,  dressy  coats  don't  look  suitable  for  street 
and  office  and  so  on.     And  dressy  coats  in  extreme  or  novelty  styles  are  likely 
to  go  out  of  fashion  quickly.    As  for  the  heavy,  rough,  tweed  sports  coat, 
that's  all  right  for  sports  and  hard  weather,  but  it  hardly  makes  an  ideal 
covering  for  a  party  dress.     But  between  these  two  extremes  is  the  coat  that 
most  of  us  find  the  best  buy  —  a  warm,   comfortable,   conservative,  moderately 
priced  coat  that  will  wear  and  look  well  for  several  seasons,  if  necessary. 
Such  a  coat  has  simple,  distinctive  lines  —  no  novelty  cut  or  fancy  trimming 
that  will  soon  go  out  of  style.    And  it  is  of  some  plain  dark  color  that  suits 
the  rest  of  the  wardrobe.     Black,  brown,  dark  blue,  and  grey  are  conservative 
colors  suitable  for  a  winter  all-purpose  coat.     Which  one  you  choose  depends 
on  the  dresses,   shoes,  and  hats  you  will  wear  with  the  coat.     Of  course,  such 
a  coat  is  made  of  substantial  though  not  rough  material. 

When  you  go  to  buy  this  conservative,  all-around  coat,  examine  the  fabric 
on  both  sides.     For  practical  wear  you  want  a  firm,  well-balanced  weave,  never  a 
novelty  with  loops  that  catch  or  snag  and  become  fuzzy.     Pull  the  fabric  both 
lengthwise  and  crosswise  with  your  hands  to  see  how  much  it  stretches.  Fabric 
that  is  too  stretchy  is  sure  to  become  baggy  with  wear. 

On  a  cold  day,  no  cloth  looks  more  temptingly  warm  than  one  with  a  fuzzy 
nap.     A  well-made  napped  fabric  i_s  warm  too.     But  if  you  plan  to  wear  your  coat 
for  several  seasons,  you  have  to  remember  that  eventually  that  nap  will  wear  off 
and  you  will  have  bare  spots  around  buttons,  at  pocket-openings,  or  at  the  hip 
where  your  elbow  or  handbag  rubs.     Before  you  buy  a  napped  fabric,  be  sure  to 
examine  the  underside  to  make  sure  the  foundation  weave  is  close  and  firm. 
Sometimes  that  warm-looking  fluffy  surface  hides  a  loose,  sleazy  weave  and  weak 
yarns  that  break  with  wear. 

That  finishes  the  clothing  questions  for  this  week. 
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